First Baptist Church of York

December 17, 2017

Third Sunday of Advent

“Building passionate connections
between people and a life-changing God.”
3375 Druck Valley Road
York, PA 17406
Phone: 717-600-0077
Email: fbcoy_office@comcast.net
Website: www.fbcoy.com

TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE
NURSERY CARE is available for infants through three years of age.
As a courtesy, cell phones are to be switched off during worship.
FOR YOUR COMFORT During the worship service, if the temperature is cooler
than you like, you are welcome to borrow one of the knit shawls provided in the
coat room. Please remember to leave the shawl behind after the service.

Worship Leader: Linda M

Prelude:
“Lullay, Thou Son of Mary”
(Coventry Carol / Greensleeves, arr. Shenenberger)

- Jubilee Ringers
Evie S, choirchime soloist

Advent Candle Lighting

Songs of Praise: (CCLI # 428090)

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
(Hymn #154)
“Emmanuel”
(By Bob McGee. ©1976 C. A. Music)

Emmanuel, Emmanuel,
His name is called Emmanuel;
God with us, revealed in us;
His name is called Emmanuel.
“Jesus, Name Above All Names”
(By Naida Hearn. © 1978 Scripture in Song.)

Jesus, name above all names;
Beautiful Savior, glorious Lord.
Emmanuel, God is with us;
Blessed Redeemer, Living Word.

Pastoral Prayer

Ministry of Music:

“Angels’ Carol”
(Rutter)

- Ladies’ Chorus

Song of Worship:

“Angels, From the Realms of Glory”
(Hymn #189)

Gathering and Presenting our Tithes and Gifts to God

Offertory:
“Believe”
(Silvestri & Ballard, arr. Eithun)

- Jubilee Ringers

(After the Offertory, all children ages 4 and up - the older and
younger groups - are dismissed to children’s worship.)

Scripture Reading: John 15:12-17

Message From God’s Word

Song of Response & Invitation: (You are extended the invitation to receive
Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord. By coming to the front of the room as we sing, you
will enable us to speak with you about this decision. Also, if you desire to join with this
church as a member, you are invited to come forward.)

“Lift Up Your Heads, O Mighty Gates”
(Hymn #176)

Benediction

Postlude:
“From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”
(Vom, Himmel hoch, Zachau) )

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK:
Rich D, Shirley D, Tina D, Esther D,
Charles G, Erik H, Bill K, Alice M, Jean M,
Gloria N, Preston O, Tristan S, Jeanette S,
Dr. Bill S, Don & Diane S, Paul S,
Buddy W, Grace W, India Bible Literature,
direction for our Children and Youth program, our Military,
our President and other elected officials, those affected by
disastrous and tragic recent events worldwide
VIPS:
Lamar & Janet F, Flo L, Marcus M, Jean M,
Ken & Etta* M, Dorothy R, Betty T (*Caregiver)

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP:
4yrs.-2nd Grade: Sue F
3rd Grade & up: Kathy D
NURSERY: C/A Family
COOKIE VISITORS: Clair & Kathy D

ANNIVERSARY
17/11 Noel & Mercedes A
BIRTHDAYS
23 Evie S
23 Pat N

MISSIONARY BIRTHDAYS
17 Sarah Chetti - Lebanon
17 Rovaughna Richardson - Ghana
20 Mike Lowery - Democratic Republic of the Congo
21 JD Reed - Bolivia
21 Rich Freeman - Turkey

CHILDREN’S PAGEANT: Next Sunday’s morning worship service will
feature a delightful reenactment of the story of Jesus’ birth by the
children of our church. Yes, ALL of them! The program will feature
costumes and carol singing, among other things. You won’t want to miss
this precious special event. You are welcome to invite family members
and friends to join us.
INVITE A FRIEND to join us at FBCOY for Christmas Eve morning and
evening services using the card included in today’s bulletin.

THANK YOU ALL for your prayers, support and love during my recent
hospital stay.
- Bill K
DURING THE SEASON OF ADVENT we light a new candle in the Advent
wreath each Sunday. Today we add the light of the pink Joy candle to
the Hope and Faith candles that were lighted last week. Please take
home the prayer reading provided in today’s bulletin to prepare your
heart and mind for next Sunday, when we will light the Love candle.
CHRISTMAS CAROLING: Bring joy to the world, or at least to some
people in our church family, by going out to sing Christmas carols this
evening. We will meet at the church at 5:30pm today to plan out our
routes. Please bring some Christmas cookies/dessert to share when we
meet back at the church later.
THE GOLDEN GANG will enjoy a luncheon this Thursday, December 21
at 12 noon. There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the hallway
off the narthex.
THE CHOIR of First Baptist church will minister at LifePath this Friday,
December 22 at 8:00pm.
LADIES: Anyone who would like to join the Secret Sisters, please sign
up using one of the forms located on the Women’s Ministry bulletin
board. Completed forms need to be placed on the Women’s Ministry
table or handed to one of the committee members by December 24th.
RETIRED MINISTERS AND MISSIONARIES: During December we will
be taking our annual Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering.
Please give generously to this offering as God leads you. Special giving
envelopes are provided on the table in the rear of the sanctuary. You
may also include a gift along with your regular tithes and offerings
by writing “RMMO” and the amount you wish to designate on your
envelope.
GIVING TREE: Access-York, a program that seeks to eliminate domestic
violence in York and offer support, education, and a safe environment
for victims of such violence, is in need of socks and gloves for adult
women. Children’s gloves or mittens are also needed. If you would like to

donate any of these items, please hang them on the Giving Tree located
at the top of the stairs in the narthex no later than Christmas Day.
SAVE THE DATES! The annual Church Retreat is scheduled for March
2-4, 2018, at beautiful Camp Hebron. Our leader will be Rev. Kevin
Walden.
MINISTRY LEADERS: If you are responsible for scheduling group events
or for coordinating Sunday morning volunteers, please remember to
share your 2018 plans with the church office as soon as you have them.
Thank you!
WE ARE STILL IN NEED of nursery attendants, a Sunday school teacher
for the grades 3-5 class, and a Director of Children and Youth. Please
contact Dustin H if you would like to serve or explore the possibility of
serving in any of these ways.
AMAZON SMILE: When you’re shopping on Amazon this holiday
season, you can help support First Baptist Church by using the Amazon
Smile program. IT’S EASY! Here’s how:
·
·
·
·
·
·

Log into Amazon, but use smile.Amazon.com instead of plain old
Amazon.com
Sign in using your regular user ID and password
Click on the button to select a charity
Type in “First Baptist Church” in the space to search for us
Select “First Baptist Church” (NOT York First Baptist Church – that
one is in SC)
0.5% of your spending on Amazon Smile will be donated to FBCOY!!

If you save these settings, a portion of all your future purchases will
come to the church PROVIDED you go to smile.Amazon.com when
logging in.
SEVERAL LOCAL CHURCHES are hosting various holiday events
featuring music and drama. Please check the hallway bulletin board for
more information.

PRAYER THOUGHT: For the mercy O Lord that You have for me, I
approach Your throne of grace, to glorify Your Name and say Hallelujah
God Almighty, Living King, for the opportunity to live until this day. I
celebrate for one more day Your mercies and that the main expression
of Your love became flesh and walked with us, so I could be saved. O
Great Lord how big and unexplainable is Your love for me! It cannot
be described in human words, so I can only adore You through my
obedience. Help me O Christ to forget my ways and remember that
You have a better plan for me, to understand that the air that I breathe
is a gift from You and nothing that I deserve. O Dear Lord help me to
live each day as if it were the last, to serve You and share Your word with
others as You shared salvation through Your beloved son, Jesus. I pray O
Lord that I can live to believe Your word, without hesitation, without fear,
and be ready to see Your face when You decide to return. I pray in Jesus
name, Amen!
(by Mercedes A)

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
December 17-23
Sunday

9:00am
10:10am
10:30am
5:30 pm

Sunday School
Prayer
Worship
Christmas Caroling

Monday

7:00pm

Youth Group

Tuesday

7:00pm

Church Council Meeting

Wednesday

10:00am

Bible Study

Thursday

12 Noon

Golden Gang Luncheon

Friday

8:00pm

LifePath Ministries - Choir

Sunday,
December 24

10:30am
6:30pm

Christmas Eve Morning Worship
Service and Children’s Pageant
Christmas Eve Candle-lighting

Sunday School and Worship Service will be held at the usual
times on Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve.

JESUS THE FRIEND
John 15:12-17
December 17, 2017

Jesus’ friendship changed Matthew’s life.

(Matt. 9:9-13; 11:18-19)

Jesus commanded.
Matthew followed.

Jesus’ friendship saved Lazarus’ life.

(John 11:11, 43-44)

Jesus commanded.
Lazarus obeyed.

Jesus offers friendship to his followers.

(John 15:12-17)

He laid down his life. (15:13)
He revealed everything he had learned. (15:15)
He chose you. (15:16)
He appointed you to bear fruit. (15:16)
He gave you access in his name. (15:16)
You must love. (15:12, 17)
You must obey. (15:14)

Church Staff
Pastor
Music
Youth Director
Secretary
Custodian
Ministers
Resident Clergy

E-Mail Addresses
Rev. Tim Munson
fbcoy_pastor@comcast.net
John Massa
john.massa53@gmail.com
Carrie Young
cjreese@live.com
Diane Rodkey
fbcoy_office@comcast.net
John Enders
jenders2@comcast.net
Every Member
Rev. Dr. William Scott, Rev. Rick Hill

Church office hours are from 9 a.m.-12 noon, Monday through Friday.

