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Dear Friends, 
 
This month’s letter is going to be similar to last month’s, so if you remember what that 
was all about, just go ahead and skip to John’s letter.  
 
Over the next couple of weeks I want you to listen to what God is saying to our church 
and then help write the August 12 sermon.  
 
That sermon will be the last message in a series on Jesus’ eight messages to eight church-
es. Seven of them are in Revelation 2-3. The last one is in York. 
 
But God doesn’t just speak to me about our church. God speaks to all of you.  
 
I want you to do three things: 
 

Pray. 
Listen to what you think God is saying to us now: What would God say that have we 

done well? What would God criticize us about or judge us for? What is lacking? 
What are the things that we need to let go of or hold onto? What do we need to 
do to please the Lord? 

After you listen, write it down and tell me what you think that God is saying to all of us 
here. 

 
One person has already sent me a very short note that is only going to take about eight  
seconds to read.  
 
I would like for the sermon to be longer than that. So please write or email or call me with 
your thoughts on this.  
 
God is speaking to us. Let those who have an ear, listen to what the Spirit says. 
 
Pastor Tim 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
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 The Worship & Music Page   
 
 
 

Last month I introduced the topic of classical music interpretation, and how recent scholarly 
research has influenced it, both in live and recorded performances. I used as an example 
Handel’s Messiah, specifically a benchmark recording from 1958, and briefly highlighted  
several ways that a contemporary recording might differ from it. We also touched on Biblical 
interpretation, and noted that some of the goals of both Biblical and classical music research 
are often similar in that they seek to understand the original intent of the author or  
composer. Let’s resume the discussion there. 
 
Handel’s Messiah holds a unique place both among the composer’s works and in the history 
of Western music; there are few works in the classical repertoire that are so well known and 
well loved by such a wide variety of people. Messiah was composed in 1741 in twenty-four 
days, on a scriptural text compiled by Charles Jennens from the King James Bible and from 
the version of the Psalms included in the Book of Common Prayer. It was first performed at  
a charity concert in Dublin on April 13, 1742, with Handel conducting. Historical research 
shows that Handel was well aware that the musical resources in Dublin, both chorally and  
instrumentally, were not on a par with those with which he was familiar in London, and that 
this knowledge influenced his composition; he tailored the work to accommodate the  
musicians who would be performing it. 
 
The 1958 recording of Messiah featured the Mormon Tabernacle Choir and the Philadelphia 
Orchestra, under the direction of Eugene Ormandy. I don’t know what the sizes of those  
organizations were in 1958, but the current Philadelphia Orchestra numbers around 98  
musicians, and the Mormon Tabernacle Choir about 360 singers. Contrast those numbers 
with what Handel probably worked with in 1741: the orchestra in his London theater typically 
numbered 29, and the choir in Dublin was possibly comprised of 20 to 30 singers. There is  
a huge (pun intended) difference between the sound and performance of a massive choir  
accompanied by a full-scale orchestra contrasted with that of a small choir with chamber  
orchestra accompaniment; and although there have been numerous recordings made during 
the 1950s and ‘60s by the former, the majority of contemporary recordings of Messiah are 
made using small choirs and orchestras in order to more accurately replicate what Handel 
would have written for and heard in the mid-1700s. 
 
A small orchestra and chorus naturally enable faster tempos and more rhythmic  
performances, qualities that modern scholarship indicates are appropriate for Messiah. (Think 
of the differences between driving a big ol’ Buick station wagon and a little sports  

& 



  

4 

 The Worship & Music Page  
(continued) 

 
 
 

car on a twisting back road.) Ormandy’s tempos in 1958 are often noticeably slower than 
those in a contemporary recording; in fact, he chopped huge chunks out of Messiah for his 
recording, apparently so the performance wouldn’t go on for so long. His Messiah is lush 
and Romantic rather than rhythmic and vibrant. 
 
Musical instruments have changed a lot during the last few centuries; composers like  
Handel wrote music for instruments that sounded different from the way they do today. 
Flutes would have been made of wood and had a single key. The clarinet was just coming 
into existence around 1748. Handel didn’t know what a French horn was; horns in his day 
had no valves, (valves not being added until 1814). Percussion instruments, including the 
timpani (kettle drum) have also changed a lot. In Handel’s time they had calfskin heads; 
heads are now made of plastic, making a very different sound. Many modern recordings of 
music of the 18th and 19th centuries are made by orchestras using instruments of the period 
or copies of them, again, to try to replicate the sound, performance, and emotional impact 
that the composer had in mind. The combination of a small orchestra playing original period 
instruments, performing 300-year-old pieces at appropriate tempos can make a dramatic 
“day and night” difference in the sound and impact of the music. 
 
Just as with music, Biblical research and interpretation is not standing still. Investigation into 
areas such as literary forms, language, and cultural background of the original audience have 
influenced our understanding of Scripture, and have helped us get closer to realizing the 
fundamental intent of a passage. Take literary genre for instance. In 1794 Robert Burns  
wrote a song that opens with one the most famous similes of all time: “O my Love is like a 
red, red rose that’s newly sprung in June.” We understand this to be poetry, and we don’t 
read it literally. Burns isn’t saying that his sweetheart has a stem or thorns or petals; he’s  
writing about something deeper than physical characteristics. In fact, to read this literally  
is to misread it and completely miss the point. The same is true with Scripture. Genre  
clarification can have a significant influence on how we read and understand the Bible. 
Sometimes it’s easy to determine whether a passage is to be read literally or not, but at  
other times it’s not as clear. Ongoing scholarly research in this area helps us to more clearly 
understand the intent of the author and not miss the point he is intending to make. 
 
Our understanding of the physical creation through scientific discoveries and observations 
has also influenced how we interpret Scripture. Take a simple example like Psalm 93:1b: The 
world is firmly established; it cannot be moved. For probably a couple thousand years this 
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passage, and others similar to it, were taken at face value, and there wasn’t any reason  
to read them otherwise. But then, because of scientific observations in the 15th and 16th 
centuries, beginning with Copernicus and followed by Galileo and others, folks began to 
understand that the sun, not the earth, was the center of our solar system and the earth did, 
in fact move. Acceptance of that fact, and the accompanying changes in how we interpret 
related passages, was slow and rocky, but eventually everyone got on board and shared a 
similar interpretation. 
 
In spite of these similarities there are major differences between musical and Biblical  
interpretation. Significantly, musical taste and interpretation remain subjective; in spite  
of current musical scholarship concerning historically accurate performance practices,  
someone can still say, “Ormandy’s recording of Messiah is still my favorite.” He’d be telling 
the truth and he wouldn’t be alone; lots of other folks would agree. Each of us can have  
our own favorite. But it’s different when it comes to the Bible. We all can’t have our own 
personal favorite interpretations of Biblical passages and all be “right.” It’s certainly true 
that, though the Bible may be infallible, men’s interpretations of it are not. 
 
If you’ve read this far and are curious about different interpretations of Messiah, let me  
encourage you to dig around youtube.com and compare performances by Eugene Ormandy 
and the Philadelphia Orchestra with those by Martin Pearlman and Boston Baroque (one of 
my favorites). You might be surprised. The chorus, “For Unto Us a Child Is Born,” is a good 
place to start. (If you have trouble finding them let me know and I’ll send you some links.) 
 
- John                     Fine. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
MUSIC PICNIC: The annual music picnic will take place on Thursday, August 23 at  
6:30pm at the home of John & Linda M in bustling downtown Weigelstown. Past, present 
and future members of any musical group as well as members of the A/V team, and their 
families, are welcome. As is usual, meat, drinks and place settings will be provided. Your 
contribution may be a vegetable, salad or dessert. And don't forget your lawn chair.  
Thursday evening rehearsals will resume September 6: handbell choir at 6:30pm and choir  
at 7:45pm. 
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Calling all Singers, Ringers, and Instrumentalists! 
(especially if you’re not one currently) 

 
Summer months go fast. Already it’s August, which means it will soon be September, which 
means that Thursday evening choir and handbell choir rehearsals will soon resume. There 
are always openings in the choir and praise band; this fall there are also openings in the   
Jubilee Ringers, and I’d like you to consider whether you are someone who could fill one (or 
more) of those openings. One might ask, “Why?” “Why would I want to play on the bell 
choir, or sing in the choir, or play in the praise band?” Good questions all, so I thought I’d try 
to find some good answers. 
 
A quick Google search came up with several generic reasons, specifically for singing on a 
choir, but applicable to other church music groups: 
 
 

“Singing in my church choir allows for a type of expression of praise to  
the Lord that could not be accomplished in any other way.” 

 
“Singing in my church choir has allowed me to get to know so many  
wonderful people who love the Lord and have a heart for service.” 

 
“I believe that singing praise to God is the closest thing to Heaven  

that I can experience on this earth.” 
 
 

That’s an online sampling; what about the real flesh-and-blood First Baptist version? Why do 
folks in our own congregation take part in the music ministry? I thought I’d ask so I could tell 
you. My question to them was, “What does being part of the music program at First Baptist 
mean to you?” Here are their (anonymous) answers: 

 
 

“Music has been a big part of my life since I was a little kid. My Dad was my  
‘mentor.’ My life wouldn't be complete without praising Jesus with music!” 

 
“Bell choir is a great opportunity for fellowship and to praise the Lord with our  
musical offerings. I had not played an instrument in many years when I began  

about 30 years ago. I still enjoy the challenge and laughs!” 
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“Singing in the Choir is how I share my love for God and being a leader in our Church.” 
“One person does not define the FBCOY music program just as one person  

cannot be the entire body of Christ. The music program should represent our  
church family in order to speak to and contribute to the family’s growth. I have 

learned a great deal about myself and God’s plans for me through my  
involvement in the music program. It is not about playing without error but  

playing as part of a group where errors simply add to the harmony…and humor.” 
 

“Being part of the music ministry is a humbling experience. Being able to share  
the joy of worship with others is priceless. It provides a deeper and closer  

personal walk with Christ.” 
 

“Being part of the music ministry is the opportunity to glorify and exalt the name of  
God through the music. God has given us that privilege for everyone to praise him.  
In Psalm 148:7, 11-12 the Bible says, ‘Praise the Lord from the earth, you great sea  
creatures and all ocean depths, kings of the earth and all nations, you princes and  

all rulers on earth, young men and women, old men and children.’ Praising the  
Lord and at the same time obeying his word, giving our talents and serving Him.” 

 
“Being gifted with only a ‘mustard seed’ of musical talent and being a part of a  

family dedicated to praising God through music, I am blessed to be a part of the music  
ministry of First Baptist Church. By working with the praise band, choir, and handbell  
choir, I have had an opportunity to use my gift to join with others to create beautiful  

music that, I believe, is pleasing to God’s ear and inspiring to the congregation.” 
 

“Music is such a natural way to praise God and lift our spirits in worship, and  
John makes it fun, too.” 

 
“Being part of the music ministry team gives me the feeling of being ‘plugged in’  
with my church family and our ministry. There was a time when we may have had 
 between 15 and 20 band members on a given Sunday. It would be an awesome  

experience to have that again!” 
 

“Being part of the music ministry allows me to more fully be involved in worship.” 
 
So there you have it, a mere 13 reasons for taking part in local church music ministry. I hope 
that you’ll give this some thought and prayer and considering getting on board this fall. If you 
are interested or have questions, feel free to contact me. 
 
John 
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The following prayer request is presented for your consideration: 
 
 
Brazil Mission trip 2019 to take place the week of February 15, 2019.  
 
 
Thank you all those attending the information meeting on Sunday, July 15th. People who are 
considering the trip are to make a final decision on commitment by early September. 
 
 
The Smiths (Corenne and Phil) are missionaries supported by our General Mission Fund. The 
mission is Hope Unlimited for Children, and it serves the needs of the underprivileged and 
abused street children in Brazilian communities. There are two campuses for housing and 
caring for the children. One called the City of Youth in Campinus, near Sao Paulo, and Hope 
Mountain, in Vitoria, near Rio. The trip is tentatively planned for the week of February 15, 
2019, for a period of 8 days, where both campuses will be visited and programs and  
construction projects will be undertaken. The cost per person is in the $1,800-$2,000 range 
and a Brazil Fund has been created to help defray some of the cost for those who choose to 
go. We will encourage contributions to this fund to help defray the cost of those making the 
faith journey. Please pray how you might be involved in this ministry through prayer and 
financial support. 
 
 
Join us! There is still time, whether you pray for those who go, or you go on the trip, pray  
and support those in which God has placed in his heart the sharing of the gospel to the  
corners of the earth. 
 
 

PRAYER CORNERSTONE 
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PRAYER THOUGHT 
 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
We are before you to praise and worship 
your name, 
You are sovereign and almighty God, 
Forgive our bad deeds, bad words, bad 
thoughts, and bad feelings,  
You already had blessed us sending your 
son Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior   
We pray for our persecuted brothers and 
sisters in Christ around the World and in 
the USA 
We pray that they will 
Sense God’s presence, 
 

MEMBER CARE NEWS  

  
  

 
 

This year has certainly seemed to just fly by! 
It’s August already and soon we will be seeing 
the leaves on the trees changing. 
 
Member Care has been busy making sure  
our members are not forgotten. We are busy 
sending cards, saying prayers, and making  
visits. There were two trips this year that were 
well attended and much enjoyed by our Senior 
Gang! 
 
Don’t forget to remember our shut-ins in prayer, visits and cards. They are very much 
appreciated! 
 
Enjoy the rest of the summer. If there are any needs that you might have, please get in 
touch with one of the ladies in Member Care.  

 
 

Know the greater body of Christ is praying 
for them, 
Experience God´s comfort when  
persecuted,  
See good open doors to evangelism, 
Boldly share the Gospel, 
Forgive and love their persecutors, 
Be granted wisdom in covert ministry, 
Remain joyful amid suffering, 
Mature in their faith, 
Be rooted in God´s word, 
We pray that they will 
In Jesus name we pray 
Amen and Amen.  
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OUTREACH 
FOCUS ON MISSIONS 

 
To proclaim liberty to the captives 

 
The world was in suspense, hearing in the news about twelve young boys and their soccer 
coach that had been trapped in a cave in Northern Thailand. The team went on an excursion, 
hiked more than 2 miles into a cave complex in the northern Chiang Rai province on June 23 
after a soccer practice, and became trapped when heavy rains ensued, and the exit became 
flooded and impassable.  
 
It took over 1,000 volunteers to uncover the team in the midst of the heavy rains. In a  
desperate search the rescuers found the group who were lost in the cave for 10 days. The 
most likely rescue scenario would be to have the team swim out using diving gear with the 
help of expert divers. But, most of the boys did not know how to swim and were in weakened 
conditions. The difficult situation would make swimming across a several hour journey,  
however the twisting array of waterlogged tunnels had made their extraction a dangerous 
task, Unfortunately a Thai navy SEAL died while making preparations for the rescue.  
 
A courageous rescue mission in the treacherous confines of a flooded Thai cave finally saved 
all 12 boys and their soccer coach who were trapped deep within the labyrinth, ending an  
arduous, 18-day nightmare that claimed the life of an experienced volunteer diver and  
captivated people around the world. 
 
In the same way God has sent Jesus as Savior of the world giving His life on the cross to pay 
for our sins. In Luke 4:18 the bible says: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has 
anointed Me, to preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who 
are oppressed.”  
 
God has sent us as well to preach good news (Mark 16:15-18), not just in the darkness of a 
cave but in the spiritual darkness of the world, in order to His word be heard, to reach out to 
the unreached. 
 
For “whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” How then shall they call on Him 
in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not 
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heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach unless they 
are sent? As it is written: 
 
“How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, 
Who bring glad tidings of good things!” 
Romans 10:13-15 

 
Y YYYYYY 

   
 
 
 
 
 

Ladies,  
 

We would like to encourage you to attend the ladies’ retreat. We will meet on September 22 
from 8:30 to noon. A sign up sheet will be available in mid August. 
 
Perhaps we could all use a change in our bodies, but what about spiritually? What about you? 
Is there spiritual fat that you need to lose? Is your spiritual age much lower than your actual 
age even though you may attend church regularly? Do you need a change in diet (reading 
God's Word) and exercise (applying it to your life)? 
 
If so we would encourage you to start a spiritual cleanse (less screens and more Scripture, less 
play and more pray, etc.) Be intentional about what you put in your mind and soul just as we 
should be intentional about what we put in our body. These are all things that you will learn if 
you attend the ladies retreat. 
 
As I mentioned in a previous article the women’s ministry committee has two ladies moving 
out of state.  Kim B and Pat N have been part of this ministry for several years. They have 
been a tremendous asset to this ministry and will be missed. I appreciate their friendship and 
all that they did to make my job easier. I pray they will find a wonderful church where they can 
bless them with their talents.  
 
 Judy 



  

12 

  
    

 

JUNE 2018 
 

GENERAL FUND & MISSION INCOME 
                                               OVER 

        ACTUAL      BUDGET      (UNDER) 
MONTH OF JUNE 
General Fund                $    16,245     $   16,667      $      (422) 
Missions General         1,849            2,250              (401) 
Missions Specified                  1,410 
Briggs Endowment         5,054 
 
JUNE YEAR TO DATE* 
General Fund       $  211,168     $ 200,000      $   11,168 
Missions General       28,792          27,000            1,792 
Missions Specified                12,019 
Briggs Endowment       10,117 

 

PHASE 2 
                CURRENT         YTD            LIFETIME  
 
Giving                             $      2,795     $   86,462       $ 659,107 
Expenses      (4,425)       (85,866)       
Fund Balance to Date             9,410 
Loan Balance                  (382,770) 
 
 

*The church fiscal year is July 1 - June 30.  

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
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1 Corinthians 12:4 states that, “There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes 
them. 5 There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6 There are different kinds of 
working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work.” Is God tugging at your 
heart to use your gifts?   
 
The Education Committee is currently seeking people to help teach our children’s Sunday 
School classes and Junior Church. As parents and as a church we are to “Train a child the way 
he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it,” Proverbs 22:6. Is teaching and  
training children your gift? How awesome is it that we can share our love of God and His 
teachings with our children? In Ephesians 4:11-12 we learn that, “It was he who gave some  
to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and 
teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may  
be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and 
become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.” Is God calling you? 
 
If you are interested in serving in this capacity, please see Tina W. 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 
5/16 Leanne & Bob McG 
17/57 Lamar & Janet F 

27/99 Keith & Jennifer B 
31/62 Rich & Jeanne D 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
2 Bob M 
  3 Sue F 
  5 Pat C 

  6 Lamar F 
  6 Lee T 

  6 Tammy S 
17 Monica W 
19 Leanne M 

20 Cleo  
21 Keith B 
21 Mike S 
21 Tracy C 
23 Josh W 

23 Emmett H 
24 Grace W 
26 Rosa W 

AUGUST MISSIONARY BIRTHDAYS 
4 Debra Mulneix - Development Worker 

  6 Keith Myers - Mexico 
  9 Mike Mann - Global Consultant 

14 Sharon Buttry - Global Consultant 
19 Kathy Rice - Democratic Rebublic of the Congo 

21 Diliris Carrión-Joseph - Mexico 
22 Scott Coats - Thailand 

30 Jorge Damasceno - United Kingdom 
31 Walt White - Global Consultant 

Hello from the Education Committee!Hello from the Education Committee!  
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 First Baptist Church of York                     
 3375 Druck Valley Road                    
 York PA 17406-6959                         
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    Church Staff          
 Pastor:     Rev. Tim Munson   fbcoy_pastor@comcast.net 
 Music Ministries:    John Massa    john.massa53@gmail.com 
 Dir. of Children & Youth:  Bob McGonigal  bmick316@hotmail.com 
 Secretary:     Diane Rodkey   fbcoy_office@comcast.net 
 Custodian:     John Enders   jenders2@comcast.net 
 Ministers:     Every Member  
 Resident Clergy   Rev. Rick Hill  

 

Website: www.fbcoy.com 
 Telephone: 717-600-0077 

Email: fbcoy_office@comcast.net 
 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
This is a monthly publication for members and friends of First Baptist Church.  

 If you have received this publication in error kindly notify the church office. 

 


