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Therefore, my beloved brethren, be  
steadfast, immovable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord, knowing that your 
labor is not in vain in the Lord.  
   1 Corinthians 15:58 
 
As I sit in the office contemplating what the Lord has done over the past six 
months, I am filled with gratitude for the God-given opportunity to serve Him 
and you at First Baptist Church of York. I will forever cherish the memories, 
relationships, opportunities, and experiences.  As my time here winds to an end, 
I would like to leave you with one final challenge.  This challenge comes from 
the words of the Apostle Paul to the Church in Corinth: 
  
Be steadfast and immovable: Remain spiritually strong and continually build 
 on a solid foundation that cannot be shaken. This solid, immovable  
 foundation is God’s Word. Don’t ever compromise the foundation of the 
 authority of scripture. 
  
Always abounding in the work of the Lord: Don’t give up, even when times 
 get tough and you feel like throwing in the towel. Satan will always look 
 for ways to distract and discourage. God has a great work for First Baptist 
 Church of York, but it will require each of you to be fully committed 
 to fulfilling your role. 
  
Knowing that your labor is not in vain: If your faith remains steadfast and  

immovable, and if you abound in the work that the Lord has given you to 
do, you can rest assured that your labor will not be in vain.  In other 
words, you can know that your labor will produce spiritual fruit. 

  
This is and will continue to be my prayer for you! 
 
In his service, 
Pastor Dan Woodring 
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Greetings!  
 
On Palm Sunday (March 24), our 
worship service will be based  
largely on a cantata. Like the  
Christmas cantata that was  
presented just a few months ago, 
this Easter cantata will be a collection of hymns and contemporary songs  
selected by yours truly. However, this time the musical arrangements will not all 
be mine, as we will be doing several choral pieces from our music library.  
Another difference will be the narration, which will come exclusively from  
Scripture. The nickname I've come up with for the cantata reveals the content of 
the narration – “Final Chapters of Matthew.” I have selected portions of  
Matthew, chapters 26-28, to outline the story of Jesus' last week of  
pre-resurrection life through His post-resurrection appearance to His disciples 
(the one that was recorded by Matthew, that is). The lyrics to the songs I  
selected to compliment that story are not intended to be heard as a retelling of 
the events, nor as connecting material. Rather, they are to be heard, for the most 
part, as a kind of theological commentary on those events, as we look back at 
them today. For example, after a reading of a passage that includes verses 63-65 
of Matthew 26, where Jesus makes a statement about His identity, and Caiaphas 
the high priest accuses Him of blasphemy, you will hear a choral arrangement of 
the hymn, “All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name.” The lyrics of that hymn, which  
include the line “crown Him Lord of all,” would have obviously been the proper 
response to Jesus' statement about His divinity. Other hymn arrangements you 
can expect to hear include “Ah, Holy Jesus,” “Nothing But The Blood Of Jesus,” 
and “Jesus Shall Reign.” The contemporary songs, presented as solos and/or  
duets, will be from the Sovereign Grace and Awaken Music catalogs, with the 
remaining pieces being original choral works by relatively obscure composers. I 
hope that our selections will result in a meaningful worship experience for all 
attending the service.  
 
Blessings!  
Matt 
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February 19th Council Meeting 
· Council discussed the Encore Concert Series. They are open to further coffee 

houses if there is interest. If people wish more of a concert style we will need 
people to be in charge of a planning committee. Contact Daryl H. if  
interested in helping with concerts. 

· Council will be researching to develop a policy to change membership status 
to inactive for those people who are on our roll but no longer attend or  
donate to our church’s programs. 

· Daryl will be contacting people to establish a nominating committee for next 
year’s Council members. 

· The annual business meeting will be held on June 9th. 
· Council members reported that they have noticed a lowering of volume for 

the praise band and the efforts are appreciated by the congregation. 
· A building use request was made for the York Home School Association to 

use the church building one day a week for twelve weeks in the fall. This was 
approved by Council. The offer will be made to the association to see if they 
are interested in our location. 

· Whenever the church building is opened or used for an event, it is important 
that someone be responsible for making sure all of the lights are turned off 
and that the doors are locked. 

· We will be having a Seder Meal on Good Friday evening in preparation for 
Easter. This event will be appropriate for all age groups. More information 
will be given in the next few weeks. 

· Our church will not be hosting an Easter sunrise service this year. 
· There was discussion about the need for longer Sunday School class  

sessions. The Bhutanese are not able to move their start time back, so in  
order to increase class time, we will be adjusting our meeting times on  
Sunday mornings. Sunday school will run from 9:00-10:00am. The  
worship service will start at 10:15am starting on March 10th. 
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· There will be a Spring Cleanup day at the church on March 16th from 
9:00am to noon. We desperately need people from different age groups to 
join us as we have both indoor and outdoor projects to work on. 

· The Council will be meeting with an insurance representative to review our 
current coverage to see if we are protected for today’s times. 

· Starting March 3rd the Junior Church program will be moving to the  
preschool classroom in the nursery area. The children will be going into this  
area for better security. This will also help facilitate visitors finding their  
children following the service. 

· Parents are now asked to promptly pick up their children from the two 
younger Sunday school classes to escort them to the sanctuary. 

· The Christian Education team would like to collect small items, candy, or 
prefilled plastic eggs for an Egg hunt to be held Easter morning. 

· There will be a youth event on Friday, February 23rd. 
· The heating systems for the upstairs hallway and the church office have 

been fixed. It is believed that the HVAC unit on the roof is where the water 
leaks are coming into the ceiling in the narthex. This unit will be repaired as 
soon as parts become available. 

· The elders will be asked to help with communion visits in the next few 
months. 

· Joel will be ordering a set of security cameras to be placed around the 
church. 

· Pastor Dan thanked the Council for the opportunity to share with the  
congregation this past six months. 

 

Starting March 10th 
 

Sunday School 9:00am 
Worship Service  

10:15am 
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As reported last month, a Zoom meeting was 
held with a pastor candidate on January 30.  
A list of discussion questions were addressed 
to our satisfaction and to the candidate, who 
sent us a follow up email complementing our 
team contribution to the session, addressing 
his questions.   
 
With every indication that the Spirit was leading us in his direction, we requested 
that he and his family come to York to meet the PSC, staff, tour the facilities and 
the community.  After much communication and positive reinforcement along the 
way, he declined to continue the process due to personal family reasons.  So, 
while disappointing, we are continuing to trust that the Holy Spirit is in charge 
and is leading us as the search continues.   
 
We are currently looking at a possible candidate and are in the process of  
securing a new Interim Pastor to enable the ministry to continue while the search 
continues.  We continue to ask for your prayers and patience, as we move forward 
looking to follow His Will in the process. 
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March 16th 
9:00am-12:00noon 

 
Help from all age groups  

is needed. 
Everyone can help serve the 

Lord in some way! 

Easter Morning 
9:45am 

Wendy S. 
542 Pine Drive 
York, PA 17406 

Joe & Stephanie W. 
50 Oak Ridge Drive 
Halifax, PA 17032 
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How to Stay Safe 
 

1. Avoid riding in automobiles because they are responsible for 20% 
of all fatal accidents 

2. Do not stay home because 17% of all accidents occur in the home. 
3. Avoid walking on streets or sidewalks because 14% of all accidents 

occur to pedestrians. 
4. Avoid traveling by air, rail, or water because 16% of all accidents 

involve these forms of transportation. 
5. Of the remaining 33%, 32% of all deaths occur in hospitals. Above 

all else, avoid hospitals. 
 
You will be pleased to learn that only .001% of all deaths occur in 
worship services in church, and these are usually related to previous 
physical disorders. 
 
Therefore, logic tells us that the safest place for you to be at any  
given point in time is at church! 
 
Bible study is safe too. The percentage of deaths during Bible study is 
even less. 
 

FOR SAFETY’S SAKE—Attend church and Bible study tomorrow. 
IT COULD SAVE YOUR LIFE! 

 
Contributed by Max Murphy 
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Holy Spirit, lead us to level ground. Show us ways we grieve, quench, or resist 
You. We live by You; help us keep in step with You. Reign in us so we experience 
Your freedom. (Ps. 143:10; Eph. 4:30; 1 Thess. 5:19; Acts 7:51; Gal. 5:25; 2 Cor. 3:17) 

 
Our Father, 
 
We bow our hearts to you today knowing that you love each one of us 
and are holding us in Your loving care. Teach us how to be strong in 
our times of need and to know that You are watching each one of  us 
from a distance. You are waiting for us to share whatever struggles we 
have so that you can help us be a blessing to someone else.  
 
Thank you, our Father, for all the caring people who have found their 
faith in Jesus and are willing to share that faith with others. Keep us 
faithful in our love for you and Jesus through our struggles in this life.  
 
In the holy name of Jesus we pray, Amen. 
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FINANCIAL UPDATE 
                                               January            YTD 
General Fund Giving              $11,524            $104,769 
General Fund Expenses        $14,060            $89,930 
                                               ($2,536)            $14,839 
 
Phase 2 - $1,466 
 
Balances 
General Fund Balance - $112,482 
Phase 2 Loan Balance - ($296,161) 
Roof Loan Balance - ($39,131) 
 
Cash Position 1/31/24 
Reconciled Cash -    $112,482 
Restricted Funds -    $54,067 
Unrestricted Funds - $58,415 
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March Birthdays 
1 Carol R. 
8 Leslie M. 
11 Bonita M. 
12 Justin C. 
13 Hannah H. 
13 Rivers S. 
15 Chris H. 
18 Stephanie W. 
26 Jan S. 
26 Dave F. 
28 Gary O. 

March Missionary Birthdays 
1 Emerson Wu - Regional Consultant 
2 Annie Dieselberg - Thailand 
3 David Parajón - Nicaragua 
4 Taku Longkumer - India 
18 Tim Long - Mexico 
19 Kristy Engle - Global Health 
19 Rick Gutierrez - South Africa 
20 Mayra Giavanetti - Columbia 

March Anniversaries 
12  Michael & Evie M. 
22   Alan & Joella M. 
27   Gene & Cherry C. 
31   Dan & Barb W. 
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 First Baptist Church of York                     
 3375 Druck Valley Road                    
 York PA 17406-6959                         
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     Church Staff     
 Director of Music:   Matt Hochmiller fbcoymusic@comcast.net  
 Administrative Assistant:   Sara Kepner  fbcoy_office@comcast.net 
 Custodian:    Noel Alcántara            alcantara_noel@hotmail.com 
 Ministers:                Every Member  
  

Website: www.fbcoy.com 
 Telephone: 717-600-0077 

Email: fbcoy_office@comcast.net 
 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
This is a monthly publication for members and friends of First Baptist Church.  

 If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, kindly notify the church office.  


